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furnace, formed of a large square block of granite, or sonic
other hard stone, about twenty inches each way; this is hol-
lowed inwardly into a deep funnel, open above, and com-
municating below with a small horizontal lube or pipe-hole,
through which the air passes, bellows-driven, to the lighted
charcoal piled up on a grating about half-way inside the cone.
In this manner the fuel is soon brought to a white heat, and
the water in the coffee-pot placed upon the funnel's mouth
is readily brought to boil. The system of coffee furnaces is
universal in Djowf and Djebel Shomer, but in Nejed itself,
and indeed in whatever other yet more distant regions of
Arabia I visited to the south and east, the furnace is replaced
by an open fireplace hollowed in the ground iloor, with a
raised stone border, and dog-irons for the fuel, and so forth,
like what may be yet seen in Spain. This diversity of arrange-
ment, so far as Arabia is concerned, is due to the greater
abundance of fire-wood in the south, whereby the inhabitants
are enabled to light up on a larger scale; whereas throughout
the Djowf and Djebel Shomer wood is very scarce, and the
only fuel at hand is bad charcoal, often brought from ;i con-
siderable distance, and carefully husbanded.

This corner of the I^hawah is also the place of distinction,
whence honour and coffee radiate by progressive degrees round
the apartment, and hereabouts accordingly sits the master of
the house himself, or the guests whom he more especially
delighteth to honour.

On the broad edga of the furnace or fireplace, as the case
may be, stands an ostentatious range of copper coffee-pots,
varying in size and form. Here in the Djowf their make re*
sembles that in vogue at Damascus; but in Nejed and the
eastern districts they are of a different and much more orna-
mental fashioning, very tall and slender, with several ornamental
circles and mouldings in elegant relief, besides boasting long
beak-shaped spouts and high steeples for covers. The number
of these utensils is often extravagantly great I have secu a
dozen at a time in a row by one fireside, though coffee-making
requires, in fact, only three at most Here in the Djowf five or
six are considered to be the thing; for the south this number
must be doubled; all this to indicate the riches and munificence
of their owner, by implying the frequency of his guests and the